Under-Age Player Policy

Applicability 

This policy applies to all West Ottawa Ringette Association players and teams, except those in Open (adult). 

Definitions 

An "Under-Age Player" is any player who wishes to play in a particular age group while still being age-eligible to play in a younger age group. 

· an example would be a player still eligible to play in Novice/U10 seeking to play in Petite/U12 

Policy 

The policy of the West Ottawa Ringette Association is that under-age players will only be permitted in exceptional circumstances, such as unusual player development needs or to ensure the viability of a team. Each case of a proposed under-age player will be reviewed by the WORA executive and approved or denied based on the merits of each specific situation. 

Decision Making Process

In order to consider a request for a player to play in an older age group, the request must be submitted in writing to the WORA executive (to the attention of the vice president) prior to any tryouts or sort out sessions. 

Each request will be reviewed on a case by case basis. Factors that will be considered in the final decision include, but are not limited to:

· The under-age player is in the second year of her own age category and is only moving up one age category;

· The age category the player wants to leave has enough players to comfortably field teams without them;

· The age category the player is trying to move to needs them for viable numbers and the player does not result in too many players for any team;

· The player demonstrates the appropriate competitive caliber to play at the higher age category;

· The player is physically and socially capable of playing at the higher age category. 

